
Special Supplement to

Holiday decorating tips,
Holiday traditions,

Holiday recipes,
Gift ideas,

& More!
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2 Handcrafted for the Holidays
Unique DIY gift ideas to celebrate the season

Hours: Tues., Wed. & Sat. 9 am - 5 pm; Thurs. & Fri. 9 am - 6 pm; Closed Sunday & Monday

“Local” to Weaver’s Farm Market means Otsego and adjoining Counties. We buy from 60 local farmers, bakers and crafters.

1272 East Side Rd., 
MORRIS NY 
13808 607-263-2030 

WEAVER’SWEAVER’S
FARM MARKETFARM MARKET

Thank You For Shopping Local!

Payment
by Cash or Check

NO CREDIT
CARDS

FAMILY 
GATHERINGS OR 

COMPANY BANQUETS?
Order Your Fruit, Vegetable 

and Meat & Cheese
Platters for the

Holidays! 

Stock Up On
Holiday
Essentials and Save

Large Selection of Local Baked Goods

WEAVER’SWEAVER’S
FARM MARKET
FARM MARKET

We Have
GIFT CERTIFICATES!

• Deli: 50 Meats and Cheeses
• Bulk Foods: Baking Supplies,  
   Snacks, Nuts & Seeds, 
   Pastas & More 
• Fresh Produce: Over 

 50 Fruits & Vegetables 
• Local Beef, Pork, Lamb & Chicken

• Organic and Gluten Free 
   Products: Large Selection
• Over 100 Candies to choose from 
• Local Crafts
• Local Homemade Candles
• Cobble Hill Puzzles (large selection)
• Housewares

(Family Features) If spending 
hours scouring store shelves or 
browsing countless websites for the 
perfect gift for everyone on your list 
seems like a daunting task, opt for 
a more personalized approach: a 
handmade gift.

DIY mason jar gifts can be easy 
and a� ordable solutions when gift 
lists are running long but time is 
running short. Plus, crafting some-
thing for loved ones this holiday 
season can show them just how 
much you care. 

From canning and crafting to stor-
age, drinkware and even gardening, 
Ball Honeybee Keepsake Jars can be 
used in a myriad of ways, includ-
ing creating simple yet endearing 
homemade gifts. Designed to honor 
the unsung hero of the garden, the 
honeybee, the collector’s edition 
canning jars feature a unique bee 
and honeycomb design and high-
light the important role these polli-
nators play in growing foods people 

love to preserve and enjoy.
Available in sets of four, the versa-

tile, BPA-free jars come with bands 
and SureTight(tm) lids that seal 
for up to 18 months, making them 
perfect containers for hand-crafted 
holiday gifts like this Holiday Cook-
ie Mix Jar which features all the in-
gredients needed to bake a batch of 
cookies even Santa couldn’t resist. 
Or share the joy of the season with 
Handmade Holiday Snow Globes 
that allow the recipient to shake up 
a little Christmas spirit anytime he 

or she desires.
Find more DIY holiday gift ideas 

at ballmasonjars.com.

Holiday Cookie 
Mix Jar
1  Ball Honeybee Keepsake Jar
½    cup granulated sugar
¾    cup brown sugar
1 ¾    cups � our
1  teaspoon baking powder
1  teaspoon baking soda
¼    teaspoon salt
 crushed walnuts
 crushed pecans
 white chocolate chips
 holiday-themed bow

In jar, layer granulated sugar and 
brown sugar.

In bowl, mix � our, baking pow-
der, baking soda and salt; add to jar 
on top of brown sugar. � en layer 
crushed walnuts, crushed pecans 
and white chocolate chips.

Seal jar. Wrap top of jar, just below 
lid, with holiday-themed bow.

Homemade Holiday 
Snow Globes
Ball Honeybee Keepsake Jars
Hot glue gun
Hot glue sticks
Foam cubes
Plastic holiday-themed � gurines
Glycerin
Water
Red, green or blue glitter

Remove lids from jars. Using hot 
glue gun, glue foam cube to inside 
of lids then glue � gurines to foam 
cubes.

Place 1 tablespoon glycerin in jars 
then � ll with water. Sprinkle glitter 
in jars.

Seal jars by placing lids over 
mouths of jars and screwing rings 
onto lids. Flip jars over so � gurines 
are right side up. Shake for snow 
globe e� ect.
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Greeting cards are among 

the � rst signs that the holi-
day season has arrived. 
Mailboxes are � lled with 
cards and email inboxes 
have new messages pop-
ping up each day wishing 
others well. Many of these 
greetings feature family 
photos. 

A Shutter� y poll conduct-
ed by Ipsos in 2021 discov-
ered that while traditional 
holiday messages are by far 
the most popular missives 
at 63%, younger age groups 
show more interest in other 
types of cards, such as photo 
cards (between 34 and 38% 

depending on age group). 
Forty-one percent of people 
polled prefer to receive pho-
to cards. � at means holi-
day well-wishers may want 
to brush up on their photog-
raphy skills.

• Keep cards in the back 
of your mind. While the 
Norman Rockwell-esque 
family tableau or a wintry 
Christmas scene is a go-to 
holiday card, any photo-
worthy moment throughout 
the year can su�  ce. Keep a 
lookout for ideas while va-
cationing or enjoying time 
together as a family.

• Avoid busy prints. Stick 

to solid colors when posing 
for holiday photos; other-
wise, recipients’ eyes may 
not know where to look 
when viewing the photo. 
Photo subjects should coor-
dinate, but wardrobes that 
completely match can seem 
contrived.

• Plan around nap times.
If photos involve young chil-
dren, schedule the photo 
shoot to occur when chil-
dren are well-rested and 
fed. Now may be the time to 
o� er kids treats they don’t 
normally get in an e� ort to 
reward patience and happy 
smiles.

• Avoid red eye. Proper 
lighting can help avoid the 
occurrence of “red eye” in 
photographs, which hap-
pens  when the � ash bounc-
es o�  a wide pupil. Asking 
subjects to look into bright 
light before the photo, or 
utilizing a camera that 
snaps a small burst of � ash 
before the actual � ash, can 
help alleviate this problem.

• Embrace candid shots 
or mixups. Some of the fun-
niest and most memorable 

photos are when things 
didn’t go according to plan. 
A crying infant or a parent 
looking away from the lens 
may not be magazine wor-
thy, but don’t be so quick 
to discard those less-than-
perfect snaps.

• Zoom in tight and 
cropped. Card recipients 
want to look at you and not 
the surroundings. Avoid 
landscape shots on holiday 
cards, and be sure to focus 
on the subjects’ faces as 
much as possible.

• Angle correctly for � at-
tering photos. Adjust your 
body posture to look your 
best. Turn the lower half of 
your body to the side and 
then adjust the upper half 

to move slightly toward the 
camera to appear more 
svelte. Position the camera 
lens at eye level or above to 
avoid double chins in pho-
tos.

• Show o�  your sense 
of humor. You can show 
friends and family you like 
to laugh by posing in funny 
ways or by mimicking pop 
culture references in your 
photo cards. Recreate child-
hood photos of yore, or imi-
tate photos from album cov-
ers or movie posters.

Relax and have fun with 
holiday greeting cards. Plan 
out� ts, watch lighting and 
catch kids at the right time 
to create memorable cards.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell

something pertaining to the holidays.

S  V  F  E  E  T  I
Answer: Festive

Snap a great Christmas card photo

Kids and ladies clothing
available also.

40% off all in-stock prior year
Winter Clothing!

Friday & Saturday, Nov 24 & 25

®TM and the BRP logo are trade-marks
of Bombardier recreational Products
Inc. or its affiliates.

33 West Street,Walton
(607) 865-6326

www.klingerpowersports.com
Hours: M-Th, 9am-5:30pm, Fri, 9am-5pm, Sat, 9am-4pm

Find everything you need to keep you warm
this winter with custom Ski-Doo clothing.

2022
MXZ
600
Sportt

Don’t let make you BLUE!
BLACKBBLACCKK
FRIDAYFFFRIDAY

Come see us for aCome see us for a Holiday Loan Special!Special!

Let Chen-Del-O FCU be your source for extra cash toLet Chen-Del-O FCU be your source for extra cash to

Chen-DelChen-Del-O Federal Credit Unionnn
www.chendelo.org

114 Main Street • Franklin
607-829-3560

Borrow Up to $10,000 unsecuredBorrow Up to $10,000 unsecured (minus any outstanding balance)(minus any outstanding balance)

November 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023November 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023

all the way to your favorite stores!all the way to your favorite stores!
7.00% APR for 12 months7.00% APR for 12 months

Some Restrictions May Apply. New Money OnlySome Restrictions May Apply. New Money Only
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HolidayHoliday
for the

HolidayHoliday
Heart

Tree CelebrationTree Celebration

Heart of the Catskills Humane Society

At the Delaware County Historical Association, St.  Hwy 10, Delhi

For more information: info@heartofthecatskills.org or (607) 746-3080

Saturday, December 2nd, 11am - 3pm

Preview & buy ra�e tickets for beautifully
decorated holiday trees all week!

Mon. Nov. 27th - Fri. Dec. 1st, 11am to 4pm

Ra�e tickets to win beautifully decorated
Holiday Trees: $5 each or 6 tickets for $25

* Ra�e to win Holiday Trees 3pm - 4pm, Dec 2nd *

- Admission is a $5 Donation on Dec. 2nd -
Includes one ra�e ticket, and children
accompanied by a parent enter free!

Holiday Music     Bake Sale       Holiday Gift Shopping
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(Family Features) One of 
the best parts of the holi-
days is being together with 
those you love and for many 
families that time together 
involves the exchanging 
of gifts among loved ones 
young and old. Finding the 

right gift for everyone can 
be a challenge, especially if 
teenagers and young adults 
are on your shopping list.  

It seems like social media 
feeds are constantly � lled 
with a new tech item, style, 
pastime or trend, making 

it more challenging to pick 
out gifts for the young ones 
on gift lists. � is year, con-
sider some on-trend gift 
ideas - like Jelly Belly Jelly 
Beans - to show apprecia-
tion for the Gen-Zers in your 
life with presents and stock-
ing stu� ers that can win 
them over.

New in Tech 
As one of the most popu-

lar categories of gifts for 
teens and one that’s always 
evolving, deciding which 
devices and gadgets to gift 
can be hard. Consider your 
loved ones’ hobbies and 
interests to make the job 
easier; for example if they’re 
music lovers or podcast fa-
natics, wireless earbuds or 
headphones are a perfect 
option. If social butter� ies 
are on your shopping list, 
portable phone chargers 
and smartphone accesso-
ries like a pop-out phone 

grip can make sure they’re 
one step ahead of their next 
photo or social post.  

For Boba and 
Candy Lovers 

Many Gen-Zers love a 
good cup of bubble tea or 
boba swag, so feed their 
cravings with an option like 
Jelly Belly Boba Milk Tea 
jelly beans. With gift box-

es, snack bags and more, 
these delicious treats made 
for candy lovers provide a 
perfect balance of tea, tapi-
oca and sweetness in � ve 
true-to-life milk tea � avors: 
mango, taro, Matcha, straw-
berry and � ai milk tea jelly 
beans. Find these treats at 
JellyBelly.com where you 
can purchase online or lo-
cate a store near you. 

6 Holiday Gifts for 
Teens and Young Adults 

They’ll Actually Like

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 

80 Main St. Delhi, NY (607) 464-4043EIGHTYMAIN.COM

Open for Dinner Thursday thru Tuesday at 5pm

Catering &
Gift cards available
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Cozy Comforts
For teens heading to col-

lege or young adults ven-
turing out on their own, 
consider gifting items to 
spruce up their new spaces. 
You can give them a help-
ing hand to start their next 
chapter with fun decor 
items like throw pillows and 
blankets or add life to their 
new homes with stylish 
wall art or � ower subscrip-
tions. For simple reminders 
of home, consider candles 
with their favorite scents or 
aromatherapy di� users and 
essential oils to add a touch 
of calm to the chaos of head-
ing out on their own.

Play to � eir 
Hobbies

Help them embrace their 
talents and favorite activi-
ties whether it’s art, reading, 
cooking, gaming, playing 
sports or mastering instru-
ments. New paint kits and 

supplies can help young 
Picasso’s take their art to 
the next level while a new 
appliance or cookbook can 

provide an upgrade for avid 
home chefs.

� e Gift of Music 
Whether they have a fa-

vorite band or are up-and-
coming musicians them-
selves (or both), give the gift 
of music with fun ways to 
enjoy their favorite songs. 
Record players and vinyl 
records are making a major 
comeback while portable 
speakers allow music lov-
ers to take their favorite 
sounds wherever they go. A 
subscription to a streaming 
service can be perfect for 
casual listeners or, if you’re 
looking to splurge, consider 
concert tickets.

Outdoor 
Adventures

From jogging around the 
neighborhood to exploring 
nearby parks and trails, out-
door enthusiasts can never 
have enough gear. Runners 
are always searching for the 
latest sneaker launch or � t-
ness tracker to keep on pace 
with their goals while more 
casual enjoyers of the out-
doors may love a new wa-
ter bottle, picnic blanket or 
beach bag.
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6 Festive facts about oft-misunderstood fruitcake
Certain sights and sounds are in-

grained in the holiday season, from 
twinkling lights to carols piping over 
retailers’ sound systems. Amid the 
shelves of holiday wares and delica-
cies, fruitcake makes its annual ap-
pearance.

Fruitcake, sometimes referred 
to as plum cake or Christmas cake, 
can be prepared in various ways. 
However, a dense bundt-type cake 
dotted with dried, candied fruit and 
often soaked in rum or brandy has 
become the standard. Loathed or 
loved, seldom anything in between, 
fruitcake is typically mocked as the 
ultimate regift. But just like Charlie 
Brown’s scant Christmas tree, which 
was initially mocked, it’s time to see 
fruitcake in a new light. 

Consider these fruitcake fun facts.
• � e texture of fruitcake can vary 

from cake-like to more of a sweet 
bread like brioche. Italians dig into 
panettone, Germans delight with 
stollen and Jamaicans serve black 
cake. 

• � e � rst fruitcakes weren’t eat-
en. According to historians, fruit-

cakes were initially made by ancient 
Egyptians, who tucked the desserts 
into the tombs with their dead so a 
sweet treat could be enjoyed in the 
afterlife. 

• Fruitcake gained popularity as 
military rations, as everyone from 
Roman soldiers to Crusaders found 
fruitcake provided a diverse array 

of nutrients and an energy boost 
in battle. Fruitcake also stores well, 
which can be bene� cial for military 
personnel in battle.

• Fruitcake seemingly is inde-
structible. While it likely cannot last 
forever, Tastemade says if a fruitcake 
is kept in an airtight container and 
stored in a dark, cool place, it could 
be reheated years after being baked. 
Starch crystals and dried fruit in the 
cake will release stored water when 
warmed, rehydrating the cake.

• Historical accounts indicate Ro-
mans were among the � rst people 
to eat fruitcake, which they might 
have enjoyed as early as 100 A.D. A 
version called “satura” was made by 
mixing stale bread with pine nuts, 
pomegranate seeds, raisins, and 
then soaking it in a barley mash and 
an alcoholic beverage brewed from 
honey.

• Fruitcake became a popular dish 
to serve at British royals’ weddings. 
Queen Victoria, Princess Diana and 
Prince William served fruitcake at 
their receptions.

• � e Smithsonian Air and Space 

Museum in Washington, D.C. has a 
fruitcake on display. It traveled into 
space on Apollo 11 in 1969, but was 
never eaten. 

• Seth Greenberg, who worked in 
his family’s New York City bakery, 
attests that fruitcake is delicious 
when made with the right ingre-
dients. � e neon-colored, dry and 
overly sweet fruit that many bakers 
use is the problem with poor cakes. 
But proper ingredients like brandy, 
glace cherries, apricots, � gs, and 
dates can make for a delicious fruit-
cake.

• � e average fruitcake weighs 
between two and three pounds. 
However, the heaviest fruitcake on 
record, according to “� e Guinness 
Book of World Records,” came in 
at 9,596 pounds. Despite the hefty 
weight of this cake, it’s only around 
92 to 160 calories per serving.

Regardless of its unfavorable 
reputation, fruitcake remains an 
unwavering holiday tradition. � e 
website Serious Eats reports that 
more than two million fruitcakes 
are sold each year. 

Holiday Gifts for Creative Home CooksHoliday Gifts for Creative Home Cooks

GOOD TASTE EPICUREAN FOOD MARKET
438 Main Street (Grey Annex Building in the Rear Parking Area)

Franklin, NY 13775

607-230-4045
www.goodtastefoodmarket.com
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Decorat-
ing a home 
for holidays 
is quite 
popular. A 
survey from 
the National 
Retail Federation 
found that 53 percent of re-
spondents said they were 
planning to decorate their 
home or yard for Halloween 
in 2023. Lombardo Homes 
polled 1,000 Americans in 
2021 and 94 percent said 
they celebrate Christmas in 
at least some way, and 84 
percent said they decorate. 
According to Time2Play, 
which surveyed 1,000 Ca-
nadians about their holiday 

d e c o r a t i n g 
habits, Mani-

toba puts 
up Christ-

m a s 
d e c o r 

e a r -
l i e r 

than 
a n y 

o t h e r 
province, with 

these residents taking out 
decorations 4.3 weeks 
ahead of Christmas Day 

on average.
With so many 

avid holiday 
decorators, in-
dividuals will 
need to � nd 
ways to orga-

nize and store 
their seasonal 

items. Holiday de-
cor comes in many 

di� erent sizes — from the 
smallest tree ornaments to 
illuminated statues for the 
yard or in� atable items. 
Figuring out a storage plan 
can take a little e� ort. � ese 
seven tips can help.

1. Purchase clear, simi-
larly sized storage bins 
and shelving racks, hang-
ing them where you plan to 
keep the decorations. Most 
people prefer an out-of-

the-way spot, such as in the 
garage, attic or basement. 
Label each bin by holiday 
and put the bins in chrono-
logical order to make � nd-
ing items more convenient. 
Uniform bin sizes make it 
easier to stack and store.

2. Store smaller items 
inside larger decor items.
Decorative baskets or 
wrapped boxes brought 
out for Christmas or Cha-
nukah are ideal places to 
keep smaller tchotchkes like 
ceramics, dreidels, candle-
stick holders, or mantel 
hooks. Delicate items can 
be tucked into Christmas 
stockings or wrapped and 
stored in a � u� y tree skirt. 
Egg cartons can be used 
to keep small items safe as 
well.

3. Label everything so 
you will not need to dig 
through boxes or bins to 
know what is inside. � is 
might be a good year to ask 
for a label maker for the hol-
idays!

4. Use overhead or wall 
storage for holiday decor. 
Overhead spaces in the 
garage or basement walls 

can be good spaces to keep 
holiday decorations. Always 
keep bins and boxes o�  the 
� oor so they are not vulner-
able to damage related to 
leaks or � oods.

5. Garment bags can 
protect larger decorations, 
such as wreaths, arti� cial 
trees or signs. If you have a 
large number of mechani-
cal, illuminated or in� atable 
lawn ornaments, consider 
investing in a small shed 
where these items can be 
safely kept. Wrap the exten-
sion cords and any bracing 
stakes or strings used with 
the decorations so it’s easy 
to � nd.

6. Utilize pieces of card-
board as well as toilet pa-
per or paper towel tubes to 
keep lights and wires tidy. 
Tuck cords into the toilet 
paper tubes, and wrap lights 
around the cardboard to 
avoid tangles.

7. Each year, take in-
ventory of your decoration 
collection and toss out any-
thing that is damaged or has 
seen better days.

Storing holiday decora-
tions will take some time, 

but once you establish a sys-
tem, things will be simple 
year after year.  

7 ways to organize and store holiday decorations

39 Elm Street, Delhi, NY 13753

607-746-2178
promoproducts@dckr.com

www.DeckerAdvertising.com · Monday-Friday 8:30-5

ORDER NOW
IN TIME FOR THE

HOLIDAYS
Multiple Designs to Choose from Locally Made

Custom Holiday Wear

https://dckr.shop/decker_holiday_shop/shop/ho

Order by December 5 to receive in time for ChristmasOrder by December 5 to receive in time for Christmas
Orders shipped within seven days from order date.Orders shipped within seven days from order date.
FREE Shipping on orders over $50.00FREE Shipping on orders over $50.00
FREE Pickup from our officeFREE Pickup from our office
PersonalizedPersonalized
Hoodie $49.95 s-xlHoodie $49.95 s-xl
T-Shirt $26.95 s-xlT-Shirt $26.95 s-xl

ome

[Last Name]

Williams8251 State Hwy 206,
TROUT CREEK, NY 13847

607-865-6207 • Fax: 607-865-7461
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 5 pm,
Sat. 9 am - 4 pm, Sun. by appt.

tcsports@pronetisp.net

Snowmobiles • Rangers • ATVs
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(Family Features) Cook-
ing up a successful holiday 
gathering calls for every-
one’s favorite recipes. From 
the centerpiece main dish 
to fresh salads and appetiz-
ers, roasted sides and baked 
sweets, you can take season-
al get-togethers up a notch 
by mixing traditional classics 
with newfound favorites.

Consider this full-� edged 
menu of � avor to give guests 
a memorable holiday experi-
ence from beginning to end 
and � nd more festive recipe 
ideas at Culinary.net.

Fresh Flavors for 
Holiday Festivities

With the festive season ar-
riving, bring together family 
and friends for a delicious 
feast you can feel good about 
serving. One standout recipe 
is this Cornish Game Hen 
with Kale Sweet Potato Salad 
that pairs fresh, leafy kale 
with roasted sweet potatoes 
and tender Cornish game 
hens for a truly elegant meal.

A full menu of festive 
holiday fl avor

Cornish Game Hen 
with Kale Sweet 
Potato Salad

Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 1 hour, 10 min-

utes
Servings: 4
1  package (6 ounces) 

Stovetop stu�  ng
2  cups chopped apples, di-

vided
4  Cornish game hens (20 

ounces each)
½    cup butter
2  teaspoons Italian season-

ing, divided
1  teaspoon paprika
1  teaspoon salt, plus addi-

tional, to taste, divided
½    teaspoon garlic powder
¼    teaspoon black pepper
2  large sweet potatoes, 

peeled, cut into 1-inch 
cubes

2  tablespoons olive oil
1  package (10.9 ounces) 

Fresh Express Sweet 
Kale Chopped Kit

Heat oven to 350 F.
Prepare stu�  ng accord-

ing to package directions. 
Add 1 cup apples and � u�  
stu�  ng with fork; cool 15 
minutes.

Remove anything inside 
hens, rinse cavity with cold 
water and pat dry.

In small saucepan, melt 
butter over low heat. Add 1 
teaspoon Italian seasoning, 
paprika, 1 teaspoon salt, 
garlic powder and pepper; 
mix well. Remove from heat.

Fill cavity of each hen with 
apple stu�  ng.

Place hens in 13-by-9-by-
2-inch baking dish. Tie legs 
together and tuck wings un-
der. Baste with butter mix-
ture.

Bake 50-60 minutes, or 
until thermometer inserted 
in thickest part of thigh reads 
165 F and stu�  ng tempera-
ture reads 165 F. Baste with 
butter mixture every 15-20 
minutes.

In bowl, toss sweet po-
tatoes with remaining Ital-
ian seasoning and olive oil. 
Arrange in single layer on 
sheet pan. Sprinkle with salt, 
to taste.

Bake with hens 25 min-
utes, or until tender. Remove 
from oven and cool. Tent 
hens with foil and let rest 10 
minutes.

Place greens from salad 
kit in large bowl. Add re-
maining apples and sweet 
potatoes; mix well. Toss with 
salad dressing. Add top-
pings; toss to combine.

Serve Cornish game hens 
with sweet potato kale salad.

Did you know?
It’s not uncommon to 

encounter eggnog at some 
point during the holiday 
season. A popular holiday 
beverage that typically con-
tains milk, cream, sugar, 
egg yolks, and rum, 
brandy or bour-
bon, eggnog 
tends to be high 
in calories, fat, 
saturated fat, 
and sugar. Any-
one looking to 
indulge in a little 

holiday cheer without con-
suming so many calories 
may want to consider vegan 
eggnog. According to Con-
sumer Reports, vegan egg-

nog tends to be lower in 
calories than its more 

traditional alterna-
tive. CR also re-
ports that many 
vegan eggnogs 
examined were 
lower in added 

sugars than those 
made with dairy.

GET YOUR WORK DONE IN 2023-THERE’S STILL TIME!GET YOUR WORK DONE IN 2023-THERE’S STILL TIME!
BOOK NOW FOR 2024BOOK NOW FOR 2024

Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours.
Homesite Development, Ponds, Clearing, New Septic Systems &Repairs, 

Storm Water, Erosion Control, Rockscapes Erosion Control
For all your Residential & Commerical Excavating needs!

Coat Racks, Lamps, TV Stands,
Stools, Framed Prints, Mirrors,
Rockers, Accent Tables, Desk,

Bedroom Furniture, Storage Chest,
Amish Dining Room Set,

Wardrobes and Drying Racks

10% OFF
CHILDREN’S FURNITURE

20% OFF
BOOKCASES

UPTO 50% OFF
SOFAS & RECLINERS

Holiday Gift Ideas

LAYAWAY AVAILABLE

WWW.THEPINESHOPONEONTA.COM

From

The Pine Shop
5382 State Hwy 7

Oneonta
607-432-1124
Mon. - Fri. 9-5:30

Sat. 9-5

F

Happy
Holidays
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A festive, 
everyday side 
dish

While the busy holiday 
season can be loads of fun, 
you still need to get dinner 
on the table between par-
ties. When you � nd your-

self in a pinch this holiday 
season, squeezed for time 
and searching for a quick 
solution for dinner, turn to 
an easy side dish that can 
appease everyone. Potatoes 
are a nearly unanimous fa-
vorite.

Ideal for this recipe, little 
potatoes are a tasty, fresh 

whole food that you can feel 
good about serving. Ready 
in half an hour with minimal 
prep and a few simple ingre-
dients, it’s a perfect side dish 
for any occasion.

Visit littlepotatoes.com 
for more information and 
holiday inspiration.

OVER $1 BILLION IN SALES | 8 REGIONAL OFFICES
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

327 NEWTON TOWN RD
BAINBRIDGE, NY 13733

Pauline Trottier
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

607-244-9368c.
Polly.Trottier@timberlandproperties.net

Offered at $320,900

50 WOODSIDE AVE
ONEONTA, NY 13820

Mary Maney
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

607-435-8240c.
Mary.Maney@TimberlandProperties.net

Offered at $220,000

175 IRISH HILL RD
MEREDITH, NY, 13753

Jeffrey A. Ashton
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

973-650-0035c.
JAshton@cbtp.com

Offered at $489,000

1168 SUNRISE MOUNTAIN RD
KORTRIGHT, NY 13739

John A. Marinaccio
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker

518-441-6916c.
JMarinaccio@TimberlandProperties.net

Offered at $479,000

126 E MASONVILLE POND RD
MASONVILLE, NY 13804

Stephen Kaminsky
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

607-353-2047c.
SKaminsky@TimberlandProperties.net

Offered at $249,000

Perfect Roasted Little Potatoes 

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6 
1 ½    pounds � e Little Potato Company Little Potatoes
1  tablespoon vegetable oil
½    teaspoon salt
¼    teaspoon pepper
1-2  tablespoons fresh parsley, chopped

Preheat oven to 400 F.
In large bowl, toss little potatoes with oil, salt and pepper until coated.
Spread potatoes in single layer on rimmed baking sheet lined with parchment paper. 

Bake 30 minutes, or until tender.
Sprinkle with parsley and serve.
Tip: For extra holiday � avor, add paprika, garlic and fresh herbs.

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell

something pertaining to holiday decorating.

N  G  L  E  A

Answer: Angel
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with delicious, 
decorative 
cookies

A decadent holiday meal 
isn’t complete without a 
sweet dessert to cap o�  the 
evening. When in doubt, go 
with a traditional treat that’s 

perfect for sharing: cookies.
� ese ornament cookies 

can be shaped any way you 
like to celebrate the holi-
days. � e royal icing adorn-
ing these festive favorites is 
made with powdered sugar 
and meringue powder; just 
use food coloring to add a 
personal touch.

For more than 120 years, 

Domino Sugar has helped 
millions bake special reci-
pes like these cookies made 
with non-GMO, vegan, ko-
sher and gluten-free Golden 
Sugar that’s free � owing 
and easy to scoop, spoon 
and pour. � e sugar retains 
a hint of molasses � avor, 
giving it a golden color and 
providing a perfect way to 
add less processed sweet-
ness to your loved ones’ fa-
vorite desserts.

Find holiday recipes, bak-
ing tips and more at dom-
inosugar.com.

Ornament Cookies

Prep time: 25 minutes 
plus 1 hour to decorate

Cook time: 20 minutes
Yield: 2 dozen cookies
Cookies:
1 ½    cups (3 sticks) unsalted 

butter, at room temper-
ature

1  cup Domino Golden 
Sugar

1  teaspoon pure vanilla ex-
tract

1  large egg
3 ½    cups all-purpose � our
¼    teaspoon salt
Royal Icing:
4  cups Domino Powdered 

Sugar

3  tablespoons meringue 
powder

⅓    cup, plus 2-3 table-
spoons, warm water, 
divided

 desired food coloring
To prepare cookies: In 

large bowl, beat butter and 
sugar until light and � u� y. 
Add vanilla and egg; beat 
until well combined. Scrape 
sides of bowl as needed. 
Add � our and salt; beat un-
til just combined.

Dump mixture onto light-
ly � oured surface and divide 
in half. Shape each half into 
disks and wrap with plastic 
wrap. Refrigerate 30 min-
utes.

Preheat oven to 350 F. 
Line two baking sheets with 
parchment paper.

Working on lightly � oured 
surface, roll dough to ½  -
inch thick. Cut cookies us-
ing ornament-shaped cook-
ie cutter. Place cookies on 
prepared pans and bake 18-
20 minutes, or until golden 
brown. Remove from oven 
and cool at room tempera-

ture.
To make royal icing: In 

large mixing bowl, combine 
powdered sugar, meringue 
powder and ⅓   cup water. 
Beat on low speed until 
combined. Increase speed 
to medium-high and beat 
8-10 minutes, adding 2-3 
tablespoons warm water, 
as necessary. Icing should 
be sti�  enough to hold peak 
when tested. 

Color royal icing with 
food coloring and decorate 
cookies.

Did you 
know?

Christmas trees 
appear to date 
back to the 
middle ages 
in what is 
now mod-
e r n - d a y 
Germany.
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No greenery is more rec-

ognized during the holi-
day season than Christmas 
trees. However, wreaths 
likely take a close second to 
towering evergreens when it 
comes to green holiday de-
cor.

It is important to treat 
wreaths with care in order 
to maximize their longevity 
and beauty. � e following 
tips can help ensure wreaths 
remain fresh and festive 
throughout the month of 
December.

• Choose the right de-
sign. Select a wreath that is 
not too busy nor too boring. 
It is important to strike the 
right balance. A good wreath 
has a focal point, which may 
be a festive bow or another 
decorative piece. Keep in 
mind this is a wreath which 
should have lots of greenery 
on display, rather than � ow-
ers that characterize other 
seasonal wreaths.

• Weigh your wreath. 
Take a moment to ask a 
salesman how heavy the 
wreath is when you pur-
chase it. Knowing the weight 
of the wreath will help you 
identify the proper hanging 
mechanism, as hooks are 
generally characterized by 
the weight they can hold. A 
less than sturdy hook can 
increase the chances the 

wreath falls down and ends 
up damaged.

• Determine your hang-
ing method. Once you 
know the weight of the 
wreath, you can � gure out 
how to secure it to a door 
or window without having 
to drill holes into any struc-
tures. Removable adhesive 
strips are one option, pro-
vided you attach something 
like cardboard or another 
material to the back of the 
wreath upon which the ad-
hesive strips can be stuck. 
Otherwise, over-the-door 
wreath hangers are wise in-
vestments that can support 
large, heavy wreaths.

• Consider the safety of 
pets. When decorating with 
plant material, it is impor-
tant to know what is safe 
for pets in the household. 
According to the Virginia-
Maryland College of Veteri-
nary Medicine, most holi-
day plants cause irritation 
of the mouth. Pine trees 
produce oils that can cause 
gastrointestinal issues.

• Exercise caution with 
storm doors. If you hang 
a wreath between a glass 
storm door and your front 
door, the air around the 
wreath will heat up and 
cause the wreath to turn 
brown. 

• Choose a cool spot. In 
addition to avoiding heat 
that builds up between 
doors, you should select a 
cool spot out of the hot sun. 
Many pine trees, like balsam 
� r, react more favorably to 
cooler temperatures and 
will keep their vibrant green 
color and fragrance more 
readily.

• Go arti� cial. If you want 
to hang a wreath indoors, 
opt for an arti� cial one. Pro-
longed warm temperatures 
inside may prematurely dry 
out a fresh wreath, ultimately 
turning it into a � re hazard.

A few pointers can ensure 
wreaths remain a beautiful 
component of holiday decor 
throughout the season.

Holiday wreath dos and don’ts 

From Generation to Generation, a Family Business forFFFrrrroooommmm GGGeeeennnneeeerrrraaaattttiiiioooonnnn tttoooo GGGeeeennnneeeerrrraaaattttiiiioooonnnn,, aaa FFFaaaammmmiiiillllyyyy BBBuuuussssiiiinnnneeeessssssss fffoooorrrr OverOver 55 Years5555555 YYYeeeeaaaarrrrssss

TITAN DRILLING CORP
Crossroads, Arkvi l le • 845-586-4000

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

• Hammer Drilling
• Service & Supplies
• Water Conditioning

Systems
• Pump Sales & Service

Call TITAN for
all your water

needs!

Call TITAN for
all your water

needs!
1-800-GO-TITAN

www.titanwelldrill ingny.comwwwwwwwww...tttiiitttaaannnwwweeelllllldddrrriii lll lll iiinnngggnnnyyy...cccooommm
!HAPPY, HAPPY, HOLIDAYS!

CUSTOM TATTOOING
BY

MARGUERITE
GIFT CERTIFICATES

(UPSTAIRS)
116½ MAIN ST...

DELHI
NY 13753

607-746-6202
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Gatherings with family 
and friends are an integral 
component of the holiday 
season. Certain rooms in 
the house are on display 
more than others, with 
kitchens, dining rooms and 
living areas serving as pop-

ular places to congregate. 
Of course, � replaces also 
serve as popular gathering 
spots in homes that feature 
them.

Lighting a � re in the 
hearth can make any space 
more cozy, but doing so 

comes with some hazards. 
Consider these � replace 
safety tips in advance of the 
holiday entertaining sea-
son.

• Have the � replace in-
spected and swept profes-
sionally. Prior to lighting 
the � rst � re of the season, 
ensure that a professional 
inspects the � replace, chim-
ney and venting to ensure 
everything is in good con-
dition. � e chimney also 
should be swept to remove 
excess debris and buildup 
that could pose a � re haz-
ard.

• Keep items away from 
the � replace. Wrapping 
paper, rugs, clothing, maga-
zines, and the like should be 
kept at least three feet away 
from the � ames, suggests 
the American Red Cross. 
Also, make sure decorations 
are hung securely and a safe 
distance away from the � re.

• Check your smoke 
alarms. Be sure the home 
has working smoke alarms 
on every level of the house. 
And keep a � re extinguisher 
close to the � replace.

• Never burn wrapping 

paper. Wrapping paper 
contains additives, like dyes, 
that make it burn extremely 
hot. Do not think of dis-
carding wrapping paper by 
burning it in the � replace.

• Keep the tree a safe 
distance away. Although 
it makes for the perfect 
Christmas photo backdrop, 
Christmas trees and � re-
places should not be near 
each other. Also, the Christ-
mas tree is not safe to burn 
in the � replace after the 
season, as the wood has not 
been properly dried or sea-
soned.

• Use a screen on the 
� replace. Make sure the 
� replace is properly covered 
by a screen to stop embers 

from escaping when the 
wood pops and sparks. � e 
screen also can help keep 
decorations and other ob-
jects from falling into the 
� re.

• Keep the � replace 
clean. Promptly remove any 
ash and debris from the � re-
place after it has cooled to 
improve indoor air quality 
and provide greater control 
over the next � re when it is 
burned, advises the Ameri-
can Society of Home In-
spectors.

Fireplaces bring warmth 
and add ambiance to a 
home, particularly dur-
ing the holidays. But safety 
must prevail when lighting 
� replaces.  

 

Purveyors of fine New York State  
Spirits, Beer, Wine & Cider 

 
WISHING EVERYONE A HAPPY 

HOLIDAY SEASON AND A 
HEALTHY PROSPEROUS 2024 

 
 

Cooking Class Gift Certificates available 
 

For info: Stricklandhollowfarm.com 
70 Main Street Delhi, NY 13806 

Fireplace safety during the holiday season

Did you know?
Tinsel was invented in 1610 in Germany and was 

once made of real silver. Many people put tinsel on 
christmas trees as extra decoration.

McAdams Lawn Mower
Sales & Services, Inc.

We Stock 1000s of Parts
We Service Most Brands

84 Delaware St., Walton, NY 13856
607-865-6061

We Offer a Wide Range of
High Quality Accessories
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Come December, the 
holiday season has hit full 
swing. Celebrants of various 
faiths and backgrounds par-
ticipate in holiday celebra-
tions, which are unique to 
each faith.  

Although Chanukah is a 
relatively minor holiday on 
the Jewish religious calen-
dar, it has enjoyed a greater 
share of fanfare in recent 
years. � at popularity is per-
haps due to the proximity of 
Chanukah to another major 
December celebration fea-
turing a bearded fellow in 
a red suit. Chanukah isn’t 
mandated by the Torah, and 
isn’t even mentioned in the 
Hebrew Bible. Rather, it was 
created by the ancient rab-

bis. 
Judaism is one of the 

world’s oldest and most in-
� uential religions. World 
Population Review esti-
mates there were approxi-
mately 15.2 million Jews 
worldwide in 2021. Many 
likely will participate in 
Chanukah celebrations. 
Chanukah begins on the 
25th day of Kislev each year. 
In 2023, Chanukah begins 
at sundown on Dec. 7 and 
ends on the evening of Fri-
day, Dec. 15. Here are some 
Chanukah traditions.

Lighting the 
menorah

Participants will light a 
special nine-pronged me-
norah, sometimes called a 
hanukkiah. It is practice to 
light one candle per night to 
recall the miracle of the sa-
cred lamp oil that lasted for 
eight days during the reded-
ication of the Temple. � e 
ninth candle (shammash) 
is used to light the others. 
Lighting the menorah has 
been a primary ritual for at 
least 1,800 years. Lit meno-
rahs are placed in promi-
nent locations, including 
front windows in homes.

Playing dreidel
� ere are various sto-

ries about the origins of the 

dreidel, but historians say 
the � rst mention in Jew-
ish writings did not occur 
until the 18th century. � e 
four sides of the dreidel are 
marked with di� erent let-
ters, which in German are G 
“ganz” (all), H “halb” (half), 
N “nischt” (nothing) and S 
“schict” (put). � is dictates 
whether the player who 
spun the dreidel gets all, 
half or nothing in the collec-
tive coin pot, or has to put 
in his own. Yiddish is quite 
similar to German, and the 
letters on the dreidel also 
correspond to the � rst let-
ters of the Yiddish phrase 
“nes gadol haya sham,” 
which translates to “a great 
miracle happened here,” a 
reference to the Chanukah 
miracle.

Time at home
Unlike other Jewish holi-

days, Chanukah is celebrat-
ed primarily at home rather 
than in a synagogue. � is 
means that family time is a 
big component of Chanu-
kah celebrations, which in-
clude singing songs, praying 
and cooking foods.

Fried dishes
Eating dishes cooked in 

oil is another commemo-
ration of the miracle of the 
oil. Potato pancakes called 
latkes and jelly doughnuts 
may be served during Cha-
nukah celebrations.

Giving gelt & gifts
Gelt was the gift of coin 

that would be given out to 
independent workers come 
Chanukah as an end-of-year 

gratuity. Later it became a 
way to o� er small tokens 
to children. Today’s gelt is 
typically discs of chocolate 
wrapped in foil to resemble 
coins. 

Many families also give 
gifts during Chanukah, par-
ticularly on the sixth night. 
But Chanukah gift-giving 
generally is not to the ex-
tent of gift-giving in other 
religions. Gifts may be mon-
etary but also can include 
gifts of time. 

Traditions associated with Chanukah celebrations 

LADIES’ • MEN’S
CHILDREN’S

Top Quality Consignment

Christmas Decor
Gift Certificates

Make Great Stocking Stuffers
136 Delaware Street, Walton

Open Tues-Sat 9-5 607-865-9117

3 Levels
of Heat
HouseMade
Dry Rubs

WAGYU BEEF
from CoMar Farms

Lunch & Dinner
Tues-Sat.

Sunday Brunch

Brisket, Ribs,
Burgers, Thighs

38West St.,Walton, NY • 607-510-4056

Beer,Wine &AlcoholBeer,Wine &Alcohol •• Specialty CocktailsSpecialty Cocktails
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Simple tricks to disentangle holiday lights
� e joyous holiday season 

is enhanced by the beautiful 
and festive decorations that 
adorn homes and business-
es during this special time 
of year. Twinkling lights are 
part of the holiday decorat-
ing equation. However, tan-
gled lights in storage bins 

and boxes can sap anyone’s 
holiday spirit.

Christmas lights can turn 
into a tangled mess no mat-
ter how hard people work 
to avoid such an outcome. 
Christmas lights get tangled 
partly because of their de-
sign. � ere is a metal wire 

inside the cord to help with 
the packaging of the lights, 
which gives the cord a nat-
ural curve. Furthermore, 
most light cords are made 
from twisted or braided 
wires that have spaces 
throughout. � e lights 
themselves can get snagged 

in these pockets between 
the wires. 

Although it can be frus-
trating to deal with tangled 
lights that look like balls of 
yarn in a knitting basket, 
there are ways to disentan-
gle them with relative ease 
— and then pack them in a 
way that can reduce further 
tangles.

Begin by plugging all 
lights into the outlet to see 
if they work. If most of the 
bulbs are burnt out or the 
lights do not go on at all, dis-
card the strand. � ere’s no 
point untangling lights only 
to learn they don’t work.

Start slowly, beginning 
on the plug end, when un-
tangling the lights. Keep 
the strand you’re work-
ing on separate from the 
other lights so they do not 
inadvertently become en-
tangled. Tackle this job in 
a space with a lot of room. 
Lay the lights out on a large 
table or sit on the � oor to do 
the untangling.

Utilize a pen or pen-
cil to � sh out more stub-
born snags. � is can help 
you loosen any knots and 
make it easier to pull snags 
through. 

Lay the untangled strands 
out in a safe area away from 
your working space as you 

work through each strand.
One of the ways to avoid 

the hassle of tangled lights 
is to remember to store the 
lights in ways that will re-
duce their propensity for 
tangling in the � rst place.

• Rather than wrap lights 
around your hand or arm 
to condense the strand, use 
something else. A piece of 
cardboard, a hanger and 
some PVC tubing can keep 
lights from becoming tan-
gled.

• Store lights in a zip-top 
bag to keep them from tan-
gling with other strands 
stored together.

• Save the original boxes 
and return the lights to 
them after each use.

• Icicle lights have hang-
ing strands of lights on lon-
ger strands, which can com-
pound tangling issues. Use 
a rubber band to gather the 
hanging “icicles” together, 
or use some plastic wrap for 
the same purpose.

• Invest in a cord reel, 
similar to what you might 
use for a garden hose. Lon-
ger light strands or wires 
are stored on such reels, 
and they can be used with 
Christmas lights.

Patience and care can 
prevent holiday lights from 
becoming tangled.
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(StatePoint) As we en-
ter the holiday season and 
Americans across the coun-
try look forward to spend-
ing time with family, thou-
sands of service members 
deployed overseas – many to 
the Middle East in response 
to the Israel-Hamas war – 
will not have that luxury and 
will be spending the holidays 
far away from loved ones.

Here is how USO Holi-
days programming delivers a 
piece of home to them, along 
with ideas for how you can 
get involved:

1. Care packages: A care 
package might seem small 
in light of the challenges of 
deployment, but for many 
service members, they’re a 
reminder that they’re not 
forgotten by Americans back 
home. Aside from standard 
USO Care Packages, which 
contain snacks or toiletries, 
USO Holidays Care Pack-
ages have festive treats and 
goodies, such as holiday can-
dies, cozy socks and a warm 
beanie, that help bridge the 
gap between home and the 
frontlines. � is year, the USO 
will deliver 50,000 holiday 
packages to over 250 loca-
tions globally.

2. Holiday traditions: Giv-
ing up treasured family tradi-
tions can be di�  cult. � at’s 
why USO Centers and USO 

Mobile teams host holiday 
meals for service members 
and their families, complete 
with special treats ranging 
from pumpkin and sweet 
potato pie to hot cocoa bars. 
Each December, USO Holi-
days Cookie Week celebrates 
the time-honored tradition of 
baking and decorating cook-
ies, putting service members 
and military families in the 
holiday spirit wherever they 
are located. Other seasonal 
programming can include 
tree decorating, arts and 
crafts, holiday-themed mov-
ie nights and ugly sweater 
competitions. � rough these 
activities, service members 
stationed far from home can 
still make holiday memories.

3. Connections to home:
Staying connected to family 
during the holidays can be 
di�  cult for service mem-
bers stationed overseas, par-
ticularly for those in or near 
regions in con� ict such as 
Eastern Europe or the Mid-
dle East. � e USO Reading 
Program enables deployed 
service members to record 
themselves reading a book to 
their child. � en, the record-
ing and a copy of the book 
are sent to that service mem-
ber’s family.

4. Happy travels: As 
most people know, holiday 
travel can be especially tax-

ing. � ousands of service 
members and trainees from 
military installations across 
the country participate in 
the Holiday Block Leave pe-
riod, many traveling through 
some of the busiest airports 
in the United States to be 
with their families during the 
holidays. USO airport cen-
ters can alleviate some of that 
stress for service members 
and trainees by providing a 
place to relax and unwind 

before the next leg of their 
journey, along with all the 
comfort items they need.

To learn more about these 
programs and how to sup-
port them, and for ideas 
on how to reach out to the 
military community to ex-
press your thanks during the 
holidays and throughout the 
year, visit uso.org/campaign/
holidays.

� e holiday season can 
look very di� erent for ser-
vice members and military 
families who must celebrate 
while separated from loved 
ones and home in all cor-
ners of the world. Bringing 
everyone together on spe-
cial days fosters camaraderie 
and positivity, and provides a 
welcome break from the de-
mands of military life.

(c) USO Photos

Brightening the Holiday Season for the 
Military Community

39 Elm Street, Delhi, NY 13753

607-746-2178
promoproducts@dckr.com
www.DeckerAdvertising.com

Monday-Friday 8:30-5

ORDER NOW IN
TIME FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

Family
Holiday Wear

Multiple Custom Designs
to Choose from
Locally Made

Hoodie $44.95 s-xl
T-Shirt $21.95 s-xl

Shop now at https://dckr.shop/decker_town_shop/shop/home

Order by December 5 to
receive in time for Christmas

Orders shipped within seven days from order date.

FREE Shipping on orders
over $50.00

FREE Pickup from our office

10% Off Purchase
with coupon

Expires 12/24/23

Diamonds to Dust…
You Never Know What You’ll Find!

Mon, Thurs, Fri & Sat 10-5; Sun 11-4;
22 N. Main St., Bainbridge, NY

607-386-3754 • Cell 607-624-7898

LOCATED AT 22 N. MAIN STREET
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(StatePoint) � e holiday 
season is a magical time of 
year � lled with cherished 
traditions that bring fami-
lies together. And while 
gift-giving is one of the most 
beloved customs (especially 
for children), it can some-
times overshadow the true 
spirit of the season. Here are 
a few festive winter activities 
that focus on quality time 
together and spreading joy.

1. Spread Joy with Kid-
Created Cards. Accord-
ing to a recent survey from 
AmericanGreetings.com, 
nearly 90% of Americans 
say that season’s greetings 
bring them joy; and 92% say 
they speci� cally enjoy kids’ 
homemade cards. � is year, 

eliminate the stress of plan-
ning holiday cards—and 
teach kids about spreading 
cheer—with the Creatacard 
app for iPad.

� e easy-to-use app from 
American Greetings allows 
kids to create, color and 
customize cards using vir-
tual tools, including mark-
ers, photo frames, stamps 
and and stickers. Once 
complete, the greeting can 
be sent via email, text, or on 
social media. It’s a simple, 
cost-e� ective and person-
alized way to teach them 
about bringing joy to others.

2. Quality Time in the 
Kitchen. Kids love sweet 
treats, so start involving 
them with baking and deco-

rating traditional holiday 
goodies. In addition to being 
an excellent way to spend 
time together as a family, 
the tradition teaches them 
cooking basics, like reading 
recipes and measuring in-
gredients. Be sure to make 
it fun with plenty of frosting 
and sprinkles, or even add 
some competition with a 
decorating contest. You can 
also pair this activity with a 
cozy movie night or deliver 
treats to neighbors and fam-
ily members to teach the 
importance of kindness and 
giving.

3. Deck the Halls. A per-
fect holiday tradition for 
the whole family to get in-
volved in is the Christmas 
tree. Whether it’s a trip to 
pick out a real tree, or set-
ting up an arti� cial one, you 

can make it an adventure 
from set-up to decoration. 
Plus, crafting homemade 
ornaments each year is the 
perfect kid contribution. 
Not only will they take pride 
in their creations, but each 
year will spark a bit of holi-
day nostalgia.

4. Interactive Christmas 
Countdown. According to 
a recent survey, what do 
94% of Americans say in-
creases the excitement of 
the holiday season? Advent 
calendars. But this year, skip 
the paper versions and get 
the whole family engaged 
with the interactive Jacquie 
Lawson Advent Calendar. 
� e unique virtual calendar 
o� ers breathtaking illustra-
tions of a � ctional English 
country estate with exciting 
features unlocked daily in 

December. From a scaven-
ger hunt to music, daily gifts, 
animated stories, books, 
games, creative activities, 
puzzles, and so much more, 
there, there’ something for 
everyone to enjoy and look 
forward to each day of the 
season.

5. Teach the Spirit of Giv-
ing. While it can sometimes 
be easier to do the holiday 
shopping yourself, involv-
ing kids in gift-giving can 
teach them the thought-
fulness behind selecting 
meaningful gifts. If you have 
a large family, consider a 
Secret Santa where every-
one shops for one speci� c 
family member. � is is also 
a good opportunity to help 
kids make homemade gifts 
with more sentimental val-
ue. For an added lesson, ex-
plain how to follow a budget 
and count money when at 
the store.

By incorporating these 
tips into your holiday tradi-
tions, you will create lasting 
memories, instill valuable 
lessons and celebrate the 
joy of giving with your fam-
ily.

5 Tips for Getting Kids Involved in Holiday Traditions

(c) Farknot Architect / Jacquie Lawson

MAPLE PRODUCTS,
MAPLE SYRUP, CREAM & SUGAR,

HOLIDAY GIFT BASKETS

THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN ON
ALL HUNTING SUPPLIES

607-432-6452 • Route 23, Southside, Oneonta
Open MOn-Fri 10 aM-6 pM; Sat 10 aM-5 pM

and thru deceMber 31St • SundayS 10 aM-1 pM

Over 100 Handguns In Stock
specializing in:

• All Outdoor Hunting
& Reloading Supplies

books for
GENIUS KIDS
RIDE-OR-DIES 
WEIRD SISTERS
SWEETEST SWEETIES
ARTY MOMS 
CRUNCHY COWORKERS
STONER UNCLES
INSCRUTABLE DADS everyone.
THE LOST BOOKSHOP
120 MAIN ST. DELHI, NY | THELOSTBOOKSHOP.COM
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Holiday Open House
20% off sale
Nov. 24-26

10-545 Main Street, Hobart, NY
thesheepsnest.com
Follow along on

Instagram
for more scheduled openings

and class schedules

� e holiday season in-
volves making holiday gift 
lists and checking them 
twice, or even more fre-
quently to ensure that gift-
givers � nd the best � t for 
recipients. While age may 
only be a number in certain 
instances, when it comes to 
gifting, age should be a con-
sideration — particularly 
when kids are involved.

� e Consumer Product 
Safety Commission reports 
that an estimated 86,000 
children treated for toy-re-
lated injuries each year are 
younger than � ve. Toy-relat-
ed injuries are preventable, 
and prevention often comes 

down to choosing age-ap-
propriate toys for kids. 

Toys can be choking 
hazards when small toys 
or those with small piec-
es are given to children 
who are too young to use 
them safely. Kids are curi-
ous and often put items in 
their mouths. Choking is 
the fourth-leading cause 
of unintentional death in 
children under age � ve, 
indicates � e Emergency 
Center. Falls, eye injuries, 
drowning, and motor acci-
dents are leading causes of 
gift-related injuries. Here’s 
how to select age-appropri-
ate gifts.

• Read the packaging 
carefully. Most toys and 
other children’s products 
will come with an age range 
recommendation. While 
some kids may be mature 
beyond their years, it’s best 
to choose gifts that fall with-
in the recommended range. 
� is is particularly the case 
for infants, toddlers and any 
child under the age of � ve.

• Avoid fad gifts. Chil-
dren often want the latest 
and greatest gadgets and 
toys for gifts even if they are 
not the smartest choices for 
their ages. Resist the urge to 
buy something just to be the 
“cool parent or grandpar-
ent,” especially if it isn’t age-
appropriate. Mermaid tails 
became popular in recent 
years, and likely will see in-
creased presence thanks to 
the home-viewing release of 
a popular live-action mer-
maid movie. However, they 
limit movement and can 
make swimming more dif-
� cult, potentially increasing 
risk of drowning. 

• Provide safety gear. 
As children age, they may 
be more interested in gifts 

that appeal to hobbies and 
abilities. Scooters, bicycles, 
skates, and other items are 
popular among older chil-
dren. � ese gifts should only 
be purchased for those with 
proven ability, and even 
then, accompanied with the 
appropriate safety gear. � is 
can include helmets, knee 
pads and eye protection.

• Consider waiting be-
fore gifting certain elec-
tronics. Although children 
may be able to use devices 
safely, there are many who 
advocate for waiting to 
give young children smart-
phones and tablets due to 

the consequences of exces-
sive screen time. � e Ameri-
can Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry says 
children ages two to � ve 
should limit non-educa-
tional screen time to about 
one hour per weekday 
and three hours on week-
end days. Children should 
be encouraged to pursue 
healthy habits that limit use 
of screens, so gift-givers can 
look for gifts that help to this 
end.

Age-appropriate gifts en-
sure safety for the youngest 
people on holiday gift lists.

Age-based guidelines for buying toys and gifts

WORD SCRAMBLE
Rearrange the letters to spell

something pertaining to traffic.

L  O  D  I  Y  A  H
Answer: Holiday
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(StatePoint) � e holiday 

season is one of the best 
times of the year! Between 
cooking, cleaning and keep-
ing guests entertained, it 
can also be pretty demand-
ing on your time and energy.

In fact, during the holiday 
season, adults are � ve times 
more likely to say the level of 
stress in their life increases 
rather than decreases, ac-
cording to the American 
Psychiatric Institute.

� is year, make life eas-
ier for yourself with these 
stress-reducing holiday en-
tertaining tips:

Meal Prep
Getting ahead on meal 

prep can mean more time 
spent with friends and fam-
ily. If you’re tasked with 
serving a big holiday meal, 
prep the main dishes a day 
or two ahead of time so you 
can just pop them into the 
oven the day of your holi-
day feast. You can also brine 
and season turkey, pre-
pare your glaze and score 
the ham, chop veggies and 
pre-mix salad dressings the 

night before. Festive bever-
ages can be batched in ad-
vance so guests can easily 
serve themselves, helping 
you stay calm and collected 
during your party. And of 
course, don’t feel shy about 
asking friends and family to 
contribute a dish.

Have Dessert 
Ready

Whether you’re throwing 
a holiday bash or expect-
ing overnight guests, you’ll 

be the host with the most if 
you have delicious desserts 
on hand. Fortunately, serv-
ing baked goods made with 
care and quality ingredients 
is easier than you think! 
Stick with the classics like 
Entenmann’s – a 125-year-
old brand with many deli-
cious options to choose 
from. Powdered Pop’ettes 
will satisfy your guests’ 
sweet cravings, Pop’ems 
Glazed Donut Holes are 
great for bite-sized snack-

ing, and Baker’s Delights 
Mini Crumb Cake has a rich 
and delicious homemade 
taste. Convenient choices 
such as these can keep 
you prepared for the night 
ahead should the doorbell 
surprise you with carolers or 
other visitors. � ey can also 
round out a bu� et spread, 
help you end a multi-course 
feast on a sweet note or sim-
plify breakfast for overnight 
guests. All you’ll need to do 
is put the co� ee on!

Plan a Game 
Night

If your overnight 
guests will be spend-
ing more than a night or 
two at your home, you can 

keep them happy and enter-
tained with some activities 
that require very little plan-
ning but are a lot of fun. For 
example, you can organize a 
game night, which is a nice 
way to maximize your time 
together. Pick a few games 
that are well-suited for the 
size of the crowd and the 
age of the players. Remem-
ber, the best choices for a 
party are games that inspire 
conversations, teamwork 
and creativity. Or plan a 
movie marathon, pick-
ing some holiday themed 
crowd favorites in advance. 
You can simplify feeding 
your guests during these 
low-key activities by putting 
out some � nger foods like 
crudité, popcorn, pretzels 
and donut holes.

With a few tips and strate-
gies, you can ensure holiday 
entertaining goes 
as smoothly 
as possible.

3 Ways to Take the Stress Out of Holiday Hosting

39 Elm Street, Delhi, NY 13753

607-746-2178
promoproducts@dckr.com

www.DeckerAdvertising.com · Monday-Friday 8:30-5

ORDER NOW
IN TIME FOR THE

HOLIDAYS
Multiple Designs to Choose from Locally Made

Custom Holiday Wear

Shop now at https://dckr.shop/decker_holiday_shop/shop/hhhooommmeee

Order by December 5 to receive in time for ChristmasOrder by December 5 to receive in time for Christmas
Orders shipped within seven days from order date.Orders shipped within seven days from order date.
FREE Shipping on orders over $50.00FREE Shipping on orders over $50.00
FREE Pickup from our officeFREE Pickup from our office
PersonalizedPersonalized
Tote Bag $21.95Tote Bag $21.95
T-Shirt $21.95 s-xlT-Shirt $21.95 s-xl

Gift Certificates
Make Great Stocking Stuffers!

Adults $8 • 12 & Under $7
WEDNESDAY MATINEE 1:00 P.M. • $6

Gardiner Place, Walton • 607~865~6688
www.waltontheatre.org

– SHOW TIMES –
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
7 PM 7 PM 1 PM
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November 24 & 25, December 2, 9, 16, 22, 23, 24
10am-3pm all days

You’ll find the perfect holiday gift here!
Gift Boxes of Maple Sugar, Maple Cream, Maple Syrup, 

Pancake Mixes Chocolate Truffles, Popcorn, Brittle, 
Pumpkin Apple Spread,

Granola, Handmade Goods, Peppered Maple Mustard, Honey, 
Homemade Ornaments, Wreaths, Hand Crafted Soaps

Plenty of Sweet & Savory Maple Treats!

74 Meredith Street, Delhi Village. 
607-746-6339

Karen & Duane LaFever - Maple Producers
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NutritionalWorkshops
Available in your Community

TheWorkshopsinclude:
Budgeting
• Plan meals ahead
• Shop for best prices

My Plate
• Eat foods from every

food group

Activity
• Add physical activity to

your daily routine

Delaware County Office for the AgingDelaware County Office for the Aging
Call the SNAP-Ed Coordinator at

607-832-5750
DelCoEatHealthy@gmail.comDelCoEatHealthy@gmail.com

Call Us to Plan aWorkshop Near You!

SNAP-Ed is funded by USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or SNAP. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

New! TenTips For Adults

Happy
Holidays

to All!


